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State Rep. Eddie Lucio III (D-
Brownsville) has filed a bill that 
would establish a law school at 
UTB/TSC.
“I think there have been 
several studies done by the 
[Texas] Higher Education 
Coordinating Board in terms of 
access to professional schools … 
especially in regards to medical 
education and legal education,” 
Lucio said. “The Valley is one 
of the most underserved areas, 
along with Dallas on the legal 
side and El Paso on the medical 
side.”
Lucio wants people who have 
been born and raised in the Rio 
Grande Valley area to be able to 
continue their education from 
elementary school to college and 
professional school.
He plans to carry House Bill 
66 through by himself.
If the bill is passed, the 
university will make plans to 
accommodate all the needs of a 
proper law school, officials say.
“There is not one currently 
identified space for a law 
school,” Antonio Zavaleta, vice 
president for External Affairs 
said. “I believe we have to think 
outside of the box. We have to 
think beyond this campus. A law 
school would be so popular [and] 
so important. It would draw so 
many people from South Texas 
and the Valley that I’m sure 
we’d think about how to locate 
it in the best possible area for 
the maximum number of people 
to reach it, access it [and] go to 
school.”
This bill was proposed in 
the 80th Legislative session by 
Lucio, but did not pass due to 
lack of funding. 
“It’s a matter of funding, [a] 
matter of whether or not that’s a 
legislative priority,” he said. “I 
think that we are going to have 
our hands full given that we 
have a … $9.1 billion revenue 
shortfall that was unexpected 
and unprojected.” 
This shortfall is having an 
• See ‘Bill,’ Page 7
Preliminary figures show an 
increase in non-dual student 
enrollment at UTB/TSC for 
the first spring semester since 
2006.
As of last Wednesday, a total 
of 10,810 students had enrolled 
for non-dual courses, a 2.92 
percent increase from Spring 
2008, according to figures 
provided by the Office of 
Enrollment Management.
The total number of Dual 
Enrollment students is 1,157, 
but that number is expected 
to increase in the following 
weeks. Last spring, 2,573 of 
these students were enrolled. 
Dual Enrollment students are 
A UTB/TSC student was 
stabbed in the hand Thursday by 
a man who tried to rob her.
The incident happened about 
a block from campus, at 18th 
and Jackson streets, behind the 
Stripes convenience store on 
International Boulevard.
“At 1:30 [p.m.], we received 
a call from Student Health 
Services that a student had been 
stabbed,” Campus Police Sgt. 
Reynaldo Treviño said. 
Treviño said the student, 
whom he would not identify, 
parked behind the convenience 
store and was approached by an 
unidentified man who asked her 
for money while she was leaving 
her vehicle. When she refused, 
the man grabbed her shoulder. 
The student then kicked him 
in the leg. The man fell to the 
ground, but got up and took a 
knife out of his pocket.
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UTB/TSC Career Specialist Cori Thomas informs freshman engineering major Gerardo 
Gonzales about upcoming campus events during the first day of spring classes Jan. 
12. Thomas was one of several volunteers stationed at information tables throughout 
campus who helped students find classrooms and learn more about the university during 
Welcome Week.
reBekah S. gomez/collegian
Student is wounded fighting off would-be robber 
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer
Info on the go
Enrollment: 11,967
By Graciela L. Salazar
Spanish Editor
Junior psychology major Alma Rodriguez 
(right) adds one class and drops another 
Wednesday with the help of Registrar’s 
Office Clerk Joseph Euresti. 
diego lerma/ collegian 
Law school bill faces funding hurdle
By Linet Cisneros
Collegian Editor
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The Collegian is the multime-
dia student newspaper serving the 
University of Texas at Brownsville 
and Texas Southmost College. The 
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B r i e f s
Inauguration  Webcast
UTB/TSC will transmit a 
live Webcast of President-elect 
Barack Obama’s Inauguration 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
with viewings in the Education 
and Business Complex’s Salon 
Cassia, Student Union’s Gran Sa-
lon and the SET-B Lecture Hall. 
Obama is scheduled to be sworn 
in at 11 a.m. Refreshments will be 
provided at 4:30 p.m. in the SET-
B Lecture Hall. For more informa-




A workshop titled “Overcom-
ing Boredom” will be presented 
by Career Counselor Frank Coul-
son from 1 to 2 p.m. Wednesday 
in Cardenas Hall North 104. The 
workshops are sponsored by the 
Student Success Center.  For 
more information, call 882-8292.
Leadership Symposium
UTB/TSC’s Communication 
Program is sponsoring a sympo-
sium on “The Changing Face of 
Leadership” from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday in the SET-B Lec-
ture Hall. A panel of distinguished 
speakers representing economic, 
political and social viewpoints 
will share their experiences and 
opinions on the changing of to-
day’s leadership. Admission is 
free. For more information, call 
Associate Professor John Cook 
at 882-8851 or send him an e-mail 
at john.a.cook@utb.edu. 
Martin Luther King Jr. program
“An Evening of Celebration,” 
a program honoring the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr., will 
take place at 6 p.m. Thursday in 
the SET-B Lecture Hall. Admis-
sion is free. The Rev. Theodore 
Andrews III, pastor of Corinth 
Missionary Baptist Church in 
Harlingen, will be the keynote 
speaker. For more information, 




Registration for the Basketball 
League ends Jan. 28. A captain’s 
meeting is scheduled at 5:30 p.m. 
Jan. 28 in the Student Union’s 
Salon Jacaranda. For more infor-
mation or to sign up, visit www.
campusrecreation.utb.edu or call 
982-0172.
Art exhibit
An exhibit titled “Soil-less” by 
Sara Good runs through Feb. 6 
in the Rusteberg Art Gallery. Ad-
mission is $1. Gallery hours are 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday and 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m. Friday. For more 
information, call 882-7097 or send 
an e-mail to gallery@utb.edu.
Patron of the Arts
Pianist Uzziel Guzman will 
perform at 8 p.m. Jan. 27 in the 
SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission is 
$7 for adults, $5 for senior citizens 
and children, and $3 for UTB/TSC 
students with a valid ID. For more 
information, call 882-7025.
Bass-baritone Safford Turner, 
soprano Rebecca Turner and pia-
nist Kenneth Saxon will perform 
at 8 p.m. Jan. 30 in the SET-B 
Lecture Hall. Admission is $3. For 
more information, call 882-7025.
Immunizations
Student Health Services has 
$5 immunizations for hepatitis A, 
hepatitis B, HPV (human papil-
loma virus), polio, meningitis, 
measles, mumps, rubella, tetanus, 
influenza and varicella (chicken 
pox). Prices apply to students 18 
years or younger at time of visit. 
For more information, call 882-
3896. 
Research symposium
The 11th annual UTB/TSC Re-
search Symposium is accepting 
abstracts from faculty, students and 
staff interested in presenting their 
work. This is a cross-discipline 
symposium and presentations are 
welcome in any area involved in 
scholarly work or research. The 
deadline to submit an applica-




 Opening Day Weekend
The first 100 fans to come to Fri-
day’s baseball game between the 
UTB/TSC Scorpions and Way-
land Baptist University at Scorpi-
on Field will receive a free Open-
ing Day T-shirt, compliments of 
Tipton Ford. A 1965 Ford Mus-
tang will also be on display. The 
four-game series starts with a 
doubleheader at 4 p.m. Friday; 
the second doubleheader starts at 
1 p.m. Saturday. UTB/TSC will 
play 36 home games in 2009, the 
most in school history. For more 
information, call 882-8911 or visit 
the Athletics Web site at www.ut-
bathletics.com.
A&E season
The Arts and Entertainment sea-
son presents the U.S. Air Force 
Band of the West at 3 p.m. Sat-
urday in the Jacob Brown Audito-
rium. Admission is free. For more 
information or to reserve tickets, 
call 882-7945. 
Learning Enrichment services
The Learning Enrichment 
Department’s Writing Lab 
gives support with writing assign-
ments, research papers, online 
database research and Blackboard 
assistance. All services are free for 
current UTB/TSC students. Oper-
ating hours are from 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Monday through Thursday 
and from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday 
in Cardenas Hall North 120.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
If you would like your organiza-
tion or department news published 
in the Collegian’s Briefs section, 
call Paola Ibarra at 882-5143 or 
send her an e-mail at collegian@
utb.edu. 
S c h o l a r s h i p s  &  I n t e r n s h i p s
Scholarships
The Pan American  Round 
Tables of Texas Florence 
Terry Griswold Scholarship 
Committee awards a $2,500 
and a $2,000 scholarship to 
female students who are citizens 
of Pan American countries and 
are attending a university in 
Texas. Applicants must submit 
an official transcript and two 
recommendation letters. The 
deadline to apply is Jan. 30. 
For more information or an 
application, visit www.partt.
org/scholarships_details.html. 
The UTB/TSC Alumni 
Association will award a $500 
scholarship each spring and fall 
semester to students who are 
active members of the UTB/TSC 
Alumni Association, are junior, 
senior or graduate students 
with a 3.0 GPA, enrolled for at 
least three credit hours and are 
U.S. citizens or resident aliens. 
The deadline to apply is Jan. 
31. For more information, 
visit the Financial Assistance 
office in Tandy Hall 206 or 
the Fort Brown Memorial 
Center office, located at 600 
International Blvd.
The Microsoft Scholarship 
Programs is available to 
students who are enrolled in 
a bachelor’s degree program 
at a college or university in 
the United States, Mexico or 
Canada, are enrolled full time, 
make satisfactory progress 
toward an undergraduate degree 
in computer science, computer 
engineering, math or physics, 
have a demonstrated interest in 
computer science and maintain 
a 3.0 GPA. The deadline to 
apply is Feb. 1. For more 




The Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus Institute Public 
Policy Fellowship Program 
offers 20 Latinos hands-on 
experience at the national 
level in the public policy area 
of their choice and work in 
areas such as international 
affairs, economic development, 
education policy, housing or 
local government. Applicants 
must have high academic 
achievement, remarkable 
participation in public service-
oriented activities, evidence of 
leadership skills and potential 
for leadership growth, superior 
analytical skills, outstanding 
oral and written communication 
skills, be U.S. citizens or legal 
permanent residents and should 
have graduated from a college 
or university within one year 
of the application deadline. 
The deadline to apply is Feb. 
13. For more information, visit 
http://www.chci.org.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
In the Jan. 12 issue of The 
Collegian:
--a photograph of Texas 
Southmost College board 
of trustees Chairman David 
Oliveira was incorrectly 
identified 
--it was reported that the Student 
Government Association would 
be meeting at 6 p.m. each 
Monday. The SGA will meet at 
5 p.m. each Thursday.
--an article on the inauguration 
of President-elect Barack 
Obama incorrectly quoted 
Cameron County Court-at-Law 
No. 2 Judge Laura L. Betancourt 
as saying that there were 400 
requests for tickets. In fact, she 
said there were 4,000.
C o r r e c t i o n s
www.collegian.utb.edu
Michael Caballero was one of 
more than 700 elementary and 
middle school students from the 
Rio Grande Valley who attended 
the sixth annual NASA Space 
Day on the UTB/TSC campus 
Jan. 10.
“I learned a lot about the 
Arctic and the Antarctic,” said 
Caballero, a fi fth-grade student 
from R.L. Martin Elementary 
School in Brownsville. “I 
learned that over the years, 
ice has been melting and it’s 
caused by gases we’ve made 
here in Brownsville, or around 
the world.”
Javier Garcia, director of 
the South Texas Engineering, 
Math and Science (STEMS) 
Program at UTB/TSC and a co-
director of the event, said the 
NASA Space Day fi rst started 
when Charlie Galindo, a NASA 
senior research scientist, called 
Garcia and invited him to 
Chicago to meet the directors 
of Passport to Knowledge, a 
project involving NASA, the 
National Science Foundation 
and other organizations, that 
aims to educate students about 
current science issues.
“I said sure, a neat opportunity 
to fi nd more resources for 
our students down here in 
the Valley,” Garcia said. “I 
went up there and got to meet 
[Geoffrey Haines-Stiles] and 
Erna [Akuginow]. … They 
were working with Spirit and 
Opportunity, which are rovers 
which are up on Mars right 
now. … Our part was to do 
something down here in the 
Valley with students and do 
some video linking up to the 
Houston Museum of Natural 
Sciences. … The following 
year, Charlie had called me up 
again and said, ‘Hey do you 
want to do it again?’ … This 
time, we had someone come in 
and speak as a guest speaker, 
and then we did activities with 
the kids. The following year, we 
did something new and it kept 
on and on.”
Haines-Stiles is the project 
director of Passport to 
Knowledge, also known as P2K, 
and Akuginow is the executive 
in charge.
At fi rst, the $10,000 price tag 
made it seem an insurmountable 
barrier to have a show by P2K 
as the focus of this year’s event, 
Garcia said. 
“They found out that I knew 
[Geoffrey] and Erna,” he said. 
“I called them and I asked them 
if they could come down and 
they said, ‘Sure. We’ll do it for 
free.’ And they did not just one 
show, they did three shows for 
us.”
While traditionally just a 
one day event, this year the 
event was held on Friday and 
Saturday. On Jan. 9, Passport 
to Knowledge’s program, titled 
“Polar-Palooza,” was shown 
in the SET-B Lecture Hall to 
an audience of 300 elementary 
and middle school students. The 
program brings three scientists 
who study environmental 
aspects of the polar regions 
to present evidence for global 
climate change.
“The vast majority of 
glaciers around the globe are 
shrinking in response to a 
warming atmosphere and a 
warming ocean,” Kathy Licht, 
an associate professor in the 
Department of Earth Sciences 
at Indiana University-Purdue 
University in Indianapolis, 
said during the Polar-Palooza 
presentation. “When snow 
compresses and becomes ice, 
it traps air bubbles. … It tells 
us what the atmosphere was 
like. … When carbon dioxide is 
high, temperature is high, that’s 
a warm period, and when carbon 
dioxide is low, temperature is 
low, that’s an ice age. So we 
know that during warm periods, 
the carbon dioxide tops out 
at 180 [parts per million] and 
today we are over 380 [parts per 
million].”
In addition, NASA scientists 
set up displays in the Student 
Union’s Gran Salon.
“With Polar-Palooza, we 
didn’t really have to link up 
[by video] to anyone, they were 
here, so it added a big plus,” 
Garcia said. “And we weren’t 
just talking to one scientist; 
we were talking to three 
scientists. And because they 
were coming down and we’ve 
already established a good 
program with our NASA Space 
Day every year, we have other 
people come in from NASA’s 
Johnson Space Center.”
The event continued on Jan. 
10, when students were divided 
into groups of about 32 students 
each. Throughout the day, the 
groups moved from activity 
to activity, starting with a 
presentation of Polar-Palooza 
and continuing through hands-
on activities that taught the kids 
about science. The activities 
ranged from learning about 
maps to experimenting with 
properties of light as it goes 
though different types of ice.
“It was incredible because 
you see their face getting 
excited seeing a block of ice,” 
said Cassandra Saldaña, a 
freshman licensed vocational 
nursing major and member of 
STEMS. “We put glow-in-the-
dark pieces in the ice. … We 
turned off the lights and put 
different fl ashlights and lasers 
and black lights. … They had 
no clue what was in there. They 
[would say], ‘Oh, the ice looks 
so weird!’”
The event was staffed not only 
by STEMS members, but also 
by high school students from 
some of the districts involved, 
Garcia said. 
 The scientists involved are 
enthusiastic about sharing their 
knowledge.
“I love doing it and I love 
talking about it. I hope it’ll 
inspire them to learn about what 
is going on with scientists and 
really read and try to understand 
the issues rather than just hear 
the fi ve- or 10-second snippets 
they hear on the news,” Licht 
said.
The students came from eight 
different school districts, and 
some were traveling since four 
in the morning to attend this 
event, Garcia said. 
“It takes a lot, because it 
just goes to show that there’s 
a need,” Garcia said. “There 
are kids and parents willing to 
sacrifi ce their time, to spend an 
entire Saturday. A lot of these 
teachers are not being paid to 
do this. They work all week 
long and then they’re going to 
spend a whole Saturday on a 
bus to come over here and drop 
off kids and work with them, 
too. They weren’t just hanging 
out and doing nothing. They 
were monitoring kids. Really, 
my hat’s off to all those that 
put that much effort. All these 
college students, the STEMS 
club. If it wasn’t for them, the 
event would not go.”
ON CAMPUSThe Collegian January 19, 2009 • Page 3
REBEKAH S. GOMEZ/COLLEGIAN
Call about our EDUCATOR and STUDENT discounts!
Susan  K. Rosales
3461 Carmen Ave., Ste. 1
Rancho Viejo, TX 78575
(956) 350-0012
srosales@farmersagent.com
At home or in-office 
appointments available
A Polar-Palooza in South Texas
By David Boon
Staff Writer
Indiana University-Purdue University Geologist Kathy Licht talks about a piece of a 
Vostok ice core held by UCLA graduate student David Galvan during the sixth annual 
NASA Space Day Polar-Palooza, held Jan. 10 in the SET-B Lecture Hall. Licht told more 
than 700 elementary and middle school students that the air bubbles trapped in the ice 
core helps scientists determine how old it is. 
So a p b o xtudent
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L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  p o l i c y
“I think it was 
kind of difficult 
b e c a u s e 
there’s too 
many people. 
I have two 
classes now 
on the waiting 
list, and I still 
don’t know if I’m 




“It was great; it 
was really fast 
and easy.”




“It was good. I got 
my schedule in 
with an adviser 
and everything 
helped out real 
well and I got 
it done like the 





“Pues fue súper 
fácil por que 
lo hice en mi 
casa, entonces 
súper rápido y 





--Compiled by Valeria A. Sosa






Fellow students, I hope your 
first week of class went well. 
As the semester begins, your 
Student Government invites 
you to voice your concerns. The 
SGA’s main goal is to represent 
you by addressing the concerns 
you bring to the table.
Any concern affecting your 
university experience should 
be brought to the SGA.  I 
encourage those of you who 
would like to be part of voicing 
students’ concerns to apply for 
the senate positions we have 
available. Becoming involved 
in your university helps you 
grow as a student 
leader. Students who 
voice their concerns 
and are involved in 
student organizations 
are helping and have 
helped build the 
university experience 
we now have.
Being at an institution of 
higher education gives you the 
chance to become a professional. 
However, something that many 
of us forget or ignore is the 
vast amount of opportunities 
the university offers to all of 
you. For example, being part 
of a student organization 
gives you the opportunity 
to network with 
people, improve your 
communication skills, 
team-build, and much 
more. These qualities 
define a “leader,” and 
you can be one.
Regarding the SGA’s goals 
this semester, we want to add 
more legacy programming 
to our agenda to increase the 
number of student life events. 
At the same time, the senate 
reorganized its committees 
to work better and get more 
work done. You can be a part 
of the SGA’s committees and/
or be involved in an event. 
Remember that all of you are 
ex-officio members of Student 
Government. 
 If you want to become 
involved, stop by our office, 
located in Student Union 2.28, 
and grab an application, or 
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Obama’s inauguration is one of 
the most highly anticipated po-
litical events in years. With all 
of the excitement surrounding 
the event, it’s easy to forget there 
have been many inaugurations 
before it. Over the years, the in-
auguration has become highly 
formalized, with the day’s sched-
uled events taking on almost ritu-
alistic significance.
Morning worship service
Officially begun in 1933 with 
Franklin D.  Roosevelt’s atten-
dance of a church service at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church, nearly 
every president since has decided 
to participate in faith services 
on the morning of the inaugura-
tion. While most presidents went 
to Protestant or other Christian 
churches, John F. Kennedy, the 
nation’s first Roman Catholic 
president, attended services at 
Holy Trinity Church.
Procession to the Capitol
Every president has had a form 
of procession to the swearing-
in ceremony, but the procedure 
we see today was established in 
1849 with Zachary Taylor’s inau-
guration ceremony. After being 
escorted to the White House by 
the Joint Congressional Com-
mittee on Inaugural Ceremonies, 
the president-elect, vice-presi-
dent-elect and their spouses are 
joined by the outgoing president 
and vice president to journey to 
the Capitol for the swearing-in 
ceremony. Most presidents have 
ridden to their inaugurations in a 
carriage or automobile. Thomas 
Jefferson and Andrew Jackson 
both walked to their ceremonies. 
In 1869, Andrew Johnson be-
came the third outgoing president 
to not accompany his successor 
on the procession; Johnson was 
inside the White House until his 
term expired at noon, signing 
last-minute bills into law.
VP’s ceremony
The Constitution spe-
cifically requires the 
vice president and other 
elected officials to step 
forward to take an oath 
to defend the Constitu-
tion, but unlike the presi-
dential oath, it does not 
specify the form that 
oath must take. Since 
1981, the swearing-in 
ceremonies have been 
held at the west front ter-
race of the Capitol.
President’s 
swearing-In
Article II, Section 1 
of the U.S. Constitution 
includes the oath of the 
office of president. The 
president is typically 
sworn in by the chief 
justice of the Supreme 
Court in front of the 
Capitol. The oath reads: 
“I do solemnly swear 
(or affirm) that I will faithfully 
execute the office of President of 
the United States, and will to the 
best of my ability, preserve, pro-
tect and defend the Constitution 
of the United States.” The pres-
ident’s swearing-in ceremony is 
accompanied by the inaugural 
address, which is often the most 
anticipated portion of the inaugu-
ration. Though George Washing-
ton’s first address was lackluster, 
other addresses have set the tone 
for the presidency. 
Outgoing presidents
The 1889 “Handbook of Of-
ficial and Social Etiquette and 
Public Ceremonies at Washing-
ton” described the ceremony this 
way: “His departure from the 
Capital is attended with no cer-
emony, other than the presence of 
the members of his late Cabinet 
and a few officials and personal 
friends. The President leaves the 
Capital as soon as practicable 
after the inauguration of his suc-
cessor.” But from the start--the 
1798 inauguration of John Ad-
ams, attended by Washington--
the public has always paid a great 
deal of attention to the outgoing 
president. In recent years, newly 
installed presidents have accom-
panied their predecessors to a he-
licopter waiting to see the former 
president and his spouse off. 
Inaugural Luncheon
This tradition started in 1897, 
when the Senate Committee on 
Arrangements gave a luncheon 
for President William McKinley. 
Other presidents played host in a 
similar manner--in 1945, Roos-
evelt hosted more than 2,000 
guests at the White House. The 
tradition did not begin in its cur-
rent official form until 1953, 
when President Dwight Eisen-
hower and 50 other guests of 
the JCCIC ate creamed chicken, 
baked ham and potato puffs in the 
Old Senate Chamber. 
Inaugural Parade
Going back to the first, the 
parade is an Inauguration Day 
standby. When the JCCIC has 
concluded its luncheon, the presi-
dent and vice president will jour-
ney down Pennsylvania Avenue 
to the White House amid stream-
ers, confetti and general celebra-
tion. Abraham Lincoln’s second 
inauguration in 1865--148 years 
before this year’s swearing-in of 
Barack Obama--was the first time 
blacks were allowed to march in 
the parade.
Inaugural Ball
Though the practice began 
informally, with multiple balls 
following Washington’s first in-
auguration, the growing number 
of balls necessitated the con-
struction of dedicated ballrooms 
in Judiciary Square. Eventu-
ally, the idea of a single ball that 
could accommodate thousands of 
guests was embraced by partygo-
ers who wished to view the newly 
sworn-in president. The event 
was canceled for the first time 
in 1853, when Franklin Pierce 
wished to mourn the loss of his 
son. Sixty years later, Woodrow 
Wilson firmly canceled the in-
augural ball, and the practice of 
private parties sprang up when 
Warren G. Harding asked for 
a simple affair. In 1949, Harry 
Truman revived the practice of 
the ball, and Eisenhower’s inau-
guration in 1953 necessitated a 
second ball due to great demand 
for tickets. The number of balls 
reached a high of 14 during the 
second inauguration of President 
Bill Clinton in 1997.
— McClatchy-Tribune
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President Bill Clinton and first lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton attend an inaugural ball in Washington, D.C., 
on Jan. 20, 1993.
White house/Library of Congress/MCt
The presidential inaugural parade will follow the same route as the first parade at 
James Madisons inauguration in 1809.
Inauguration schedule
This is a tentative schedule for 
the inauguration of President-




■ 7 a.m.--Visitors can begin en-
tering parade route
■ 9 a.m.--Gates to the inaugural 
ceremony open
■ 10 a.m.--Inauguration begins 
with a musical prelude.The rest 
of the inauguration program is as 
follows:
■ Musical selections: U.S. Ma-
rine Band; San Francisco Boys 
Chorus and San Francisco
Girls Chorus
■ Welcoming remarks: Dianne 
Feinstein
■ Invocation: Rick Warren, 
Saddleback Church, Lake Forest, 
Calif.
■ Musical selection: Aretha 
Franklin
■ Oath of office administered to 
Vice President-elect Joe Biden 
by Associate Justice of the Su-
preme Court John Paul Stevens
■ Musical selection: John Wil-
liams, composer/arranger; Itzhak 
Perlman, violin; Yo-Yo Ma, cello; 
Gabriela Montero, piano; Anthony 
McGill, clarinet
■ Noon (EDT)—Oath of office 
administered to President-elect 
Obama by U.S. Supreme Court 
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.
■ Obama’s inaugural address
■ Poem: Elizabeth Alexander
■ Benediction: The Rev. Joseph 
E. Lowery
■ The national anthem: U.S. 
Navy Band “Sea Chanters.” After 
the ceremony, the president at-
tends a luncheon organized by the 
Joint Congressional Committee 
on Inaugural Ceremonies in the 
U.S. Capitol. After the luncheon, 
the inaugural parade will go along 
Pennsylvania Avenue, from the 
steps of the Capitol building to the 
White House. In the evening the 
president attends official balls.
Jan. 21
The newly sworn-in president and 




The Texas Southmost College 
District board of trustees has 
tabled extending a contract with 
the firm in charge of managing its 
bond construction projects.
Broaddus and Associates is 
seeking the extension because 
of the increase of scope and 
extension of time for completion 
of major projects, including the 
Arts Center. The increase in the 
service management agreement 
would cost $462,500.
The board, which met last 
Tuesday, did not cite why 
it was delaying action, but 
David Pearson, vice president 
for Partnership Affairs, said 
Wednesday that trustees needed a 
better briefing on the matter.
The item will be presented 
again when the board meets on 
Feb. 19.
Pearson said the Arts Center 
has evolved into a much larger 
facility than what was originally 
planned.
“It’s much bigger, and we know 
that, so the scope of work has 
increased but we need to ascertain 
as closely as we can what that 
translates to in dollar terms,” 
Pearson told The Collegian in an 
interview Wednesday. “It is our 
conviction that additional dollars 
are due to the firm because of the 
increase in scope of work, but we 
want to make sure that we are as 
close to accurate as we can be.”  
The board recognized the 
Habet family of Brownsville for 
their donation toward the funding 
of the Arts Center and passed a 
resolution naming the Arts Center 
concessions, “The Habet Family 
Concessions.”
“Dr. Kal and Gigi Habet are 
active members of our community 
and in promoting education, good 
health, community service and 
fine arts,” Ruth Ann Ragland, 
vice president for Institutional 
Advancement, told the board. 
“The Habets are dedicated 
supporters of our university.”
Trustee Roberto Robles 
praised Kalim Habet and his 
family for their involvement in 
the community. 
“I’d like to say I’m very proud 
of having you as my partner,” 
Robles told Habet, who is a 
partner in Robles’ cardiology 
practice, the Heart Institute of 
Brownsville. “You and Gigi have 
given a lot to this community. … 
Not only do I see you as a partner, 
I see you as a brother of mine 
and I have great regard for you 
and your family and I thank you 
deeply.” 
In other business, Jude 
Benavides and Elizabeth Heise, 
both assistant professors in the 
Chemistry and Environmental 
Sciences Department, briefed 
the board on the success of their 
students’ recycling initiative, 
“Think Before You Throw,” 
which was implemented in 2007. 
Phase I of the program was 
to collect used cardboard, office 
paper and bottles on campus and 
recycle them.  
 “We have made some significant 
progress but we still have a long 
way to go,” Benavides said. “We 
recycled, from the periods of July 
’07 to November ’08, close to 
5,000 pounds of loose cardboard, 
13,000 pounds of office paper 
and at just one location … 1,000 
pounds of plastic bottles.”
Benavides said the second 
phase of the initiative is focused 
on recycling plastic bottles, which 
is the second largest waste stream 
on campus.
Valley Coca-Cola Bottling 
Co. donated 80 plastic bottle 
recycling bins for the initiative. 
They were placed last Thursday 
at strategic locations researched 
and planned by students from the 
ESCI 3334 class. 
“Our new memorandum of 
understanding with Brownsville 
Scrap Paper now includes some 
funds for scholarship money that 
is being generated out of this 
program,” Benavides said. “And 
the money that we do generate 
from this program we are going 
to put back into this system, so 
that we can, hopefully, expand 
the program as we go along.”
The board recognized the 
UTBTSC Chess Team for making 
it to the final four in the Pan 
American Intercollegiate Chess 
Championship. 
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. 
Garcia thanked the team, which 
placed third in the competition, 
for its efforts and said she had 
been known to brag about the 
chess team. 
“My first e-mail of the new 
year … went to our chancellor 
announcing that we were going 
to try and stay out of federal 
court in 2009, among other 
things,” Garcia said.  “But most 
importantly, for the first time in 
known history, UT System was 
going to have two teams at the 
final four. …
“And it was, of course, UT-
Dallas, but it was, for the first 
time, UT-Brownsville, so the 
world knows and also yesterday 
you appeared in the New York 
Times, in case you haven’t seen 
it, for having made the final four. 
So I can’t think of a better way 
to get into the New York Times 
than to be represented by our 
students.”
García also reported that 1,175 
certificates and degrees were 
awarded to students last month, 
“which is obviously the largest 
Winter Commencement we’ve 
ever had.”
“The real product of our work 
is not buildings,” Garcia said. 
“It is the graduates that actually 
complete their certificates and 
associate’s and bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees.”
Garcia also mentioned the 
Benazir Bhutto Endowment that 
was established at UTB/TSC 
by Fitratullah Khan, professor 
of computer and information 
sciences, in honor of the former 
prime minister of Pakistan. 
Bhutto, who was the speaker for 
the Distinguished Lecture Series 
in 2004 was assassinated during 
a public rally in 2007.
“Dr. Fitratullah Khan is a 
computer science professor, and 
was very moved by her coming 
to campus, that is his home 
country, and then very saddened 
by her death and he decided to set 
up an endowment,” she said. “It 
now is a $14,000 endowment that 
is still receiving contributions. 
He himself made most of that 
contribution, personally. Also 
Dr. Khadim Hussain, a native of 
Pakistan and [chief of emergency 
medicine] at Valley Baptist 
Medical Center-Brownsville, is 
leading Brownsville’s Pakistani 
community in raising awareness 
and additional money for the 
endowment.”
Garcia added that the funds will 
be available to help the women 
from Pakistan attain higher 
education as well as any student 
planning to attend the university.
In other news, the board 
approved:
--the purchase of Fort Brown 
Villa condominiums Unit 2C, 
Type A, Building C, Phase II, in 
the amount of $40,000;
--a contract with Design Build 
Solutions for the replacement of 
the Jacob Brown Auditorium roof 
in the amount of $328,106;
--a contract with TAVCO to 
provide and install audiovisual 
equipment controls for the 
Recreation, Education and 
Kinesiology Center in the amount 
of $103,027.16.
--a contract with Design Build 
Solutions for the replacement of 
the Arnulfo Oliveira Memorial 
Library roof in the amount of 
$380,798. 
Public information request
During its Dec. 16 meeting, 
the board approved the purchase 
of two condominiums in the Fort 
Brown Villas. The Collegian 
submitted a formal request for 
the names of the sellers under 
the Texas Public Information 
Act. The Collegian submitted 
the request on Dec. 18, and the 
university complied on Dec. 29.
The sellers and properties are 
as follows: 
--Astrid Valdiviez sold Fort 
Brown Villa Condominium Unit 
4C, Type A, Building C, Phase II 
for $44,000.
--Cesar Enterprises Inc. sold 
Fort Brown Villa Condominium 
Unit 4B, Type E, Building B, 
Phase II for $51,500.
The board tabled the 
purchase of Fort Brown Villa 
Condominium Unit 7C, Type 
A, Building C, Phase II, due to 
ongoing negotiations, according 
to an e-mail sent by Max Roca, 
administrative secretary for the 
Office of the Vice President for 
Partnership Affairs.
In other business the board 
approved:
--naming the Arts Center Box C 
the “Sergio and Magda Arguelles 
Box.”
--a utility easement to the 
Brownsville Public Utilities 
Board for the Underground 
Utilities Project.
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Firm seeks contract extension 
Manages bond construction projects
By Julianna Sosa 
Staff Writer
Dr. Kalim Habet (second from right) and his wife Gigi are honored Tuesday by the TSC trustees for their donation to UTB/TSC’s Arts 
Center. Shown with the Habets are their children, Madison (left) and Kal. Construction of the $25 million Arts Center is funded largely 
by the $68 million bond package approved by voters in 2004. The bond provides for $18 million while $6.7 million must be raised by the 
university to complete the building, according to a university news release.
Diego Lerma/CoLLegian 
effect on any proposals that 
will require a large amount of 
funding, such as a law school.
“So many times the big plans 
like that have to be modified,” 
said Tony Gray, legislative 
director for Rep. Rene Oliveira 
(D-Brownsville). “Many times, 
there are a lot of great ideas and 
a lot of great plans out there but 
the reality of funding them … 
sounds great, but there are just 
so many factors that play into 
that.”
Gray agrees that the idea of 
a law school in the Valley has 
great merit and the population 
does demonstrate a need for it.
“You’re seeing a lot of students 
from the region having to go 
elsewhere,” he said. “Many times 
it’s there within the University 
of Texas System. … They say 
we’re part of the System, but 
many times they don’t fully 
embrace us as members. They 
talk a good game, and then when 
it comes down to funding, the 
bigger schools eat up the money, 
like UT-Austin.  And then … 
you have powerful alumni from 
certain law schools that are 
active and want to control where 
those schools are and, in many 
cases, who attends them.”
Lucio said, however, that 
if the bill passes, funding 
for construction and other 
expenses will come from state 
appropriations.
Many in the campus community 
support the idea of establishing a 
law school on campus.
“South Texas in general 
is under-represented in all 
the professions, whether it’s 
pharmacy, nursing or medical 
or law,” Zavaleta said.  “I think 
it would benefit the entire 
community because not only 
would it be producing lawyers 
who are from the community 
and will stay in the community, a 
law school is a school that has all 
kinds of outreach programs and 
legal aid programs [that would 
be available] to people who 
would ordinarily not be able to 
afford a lawyer. In my opinion, it 
helps everyone.”
Junior early childhood 
education major Scarlett Vasquez 
says a law school would be a 
great addition to the university.
“Law school [is] a huge thing 
that’s creating jobs,” Vasquez 
said. “I have a sister who is going 
to law school. So if you created 
one here, she would have the 
opportunity to stay here with her 
family instead of traveling four 
or five hours.”
Sophomore biology major 
Alfredo Cedillo sees the 
establishment of a law school 
as a chance for the university to 
expand and attract more students 
from outside the Valley.
“I think it will open the doors 
of education even more,” Cedillo 
said. “It will raise the prestige 
UTB has; it will encourage a lot 
of people to stay and not go very 
far; it will also bring a lot more 
students.”
Lucio has much hope for this 
bill, and the fact that it will 
benefit the community and the 
Valley is his inspiration for 
proposing it. 
“It will provide an access 
to education and opportunity 
to address the unique legal 
issues of the area,” Lucio said. 
“Hopefully, [it will] … create 
opportunities for those who want 
a legal education to get one near 
home. Not only those right out of 
college, … the 22-, 23-year-old 
undergraduate that’s applying to 
law school, … [but also] those 
who apply to law school [that] 
have been in the professional 
world for some time, are married, 
have kids and they don’t have the 
luxury to leave everything.
“Especially in the Hispanic 
community, we usually tend 
to stay close to home near our 
parents, who may be in need of 
help, near loved ones. To pack 
up and move the entire family 
is sometimes not an option. So, 
that’s what I hope this [school] 
will provide: an opportunity 
for those well-qualified, well-
educated, ambitious folks, 
regardless of age, in the 
community to have an access 
to a legal education that they so 
desire.”  
In related news, state 
legislators will visit the Valley 
this week, including UTB/TSC 
on Friday. 
“At the Cassia room, we are 
hosting a legislative tour with as 
many as 40 legislators coming,” 
Zavaleta said. “That’s a very rare 
situation to have possibly the Lt. 
Governor [and] possibly the new 
speaker, … San Antonio’s Joe 
Straus, come. And certainly our 
Valley delegation [along with] 
many other legislators, including 
the senators, will be there.”
AUSTIN–The University of 
Texas System board of regents 
has named Francisco G. Cigarroa, 
M.D., a highly-regarded 
transplant surgeon and president 
of the University of Texas Health 
Science Center at San Antonio, 
as chancellor of the University of 
Texas System.
“Dr. Cigarroa’s impeccable 
credentials, superior 
administrative skills and 
unparalleled passion for medicine 
and academia make him an 
outstanding selection to lead 
our university system,” Regents’ 
Chairman H. Scott Caven, Jr. said 
in announcing the appointment 
on Jan. 9.  “As president of 
the UT Health Science Center 
at San Antonio, he has time 
and again demonstrated great 
business acumen and unmatched 
leadership, and it is our belief 
that Dr. Cigarroa will apply 
those same traits to continue to 
guide this system on a successful 
path, setting new benchmarks for 
excellence along the way.
“He is, without doubt, the 
person most qualified and well 
suited to lead our 15 institutions to 
greater national and international 
prominence. We believe that the 
UT System and the people of 
Texas are fortunate to have him 
in this important position, and I 
know that all the members of this 
board join me in congratulating 
him.”
Cigarroa, 51, will begin his 
duties as chancellor on Feb. 2. His 
appointment was made official 
during a specially called board 
meeting held in Austin. Regents 
last month named Cigarroa as 
the sole finalist for the position. 
    “I am honored and privileged 
to be taking on this important 
leadership role for the University 
of Texas System, which has 
15 outstanding institutions and 
plays such a pivotal role in 
the intellectual and economic 
vibrancy of Texas and the 
everyday lives of its people,” 
Cigarroa said. “The UT System 
is a leader in higher education, 
health care, research and service, 
and is an immense resource for 
our state, nation and world.  I 
look forward to working with 
the board of regents, System 
leadership, presidents, faculty, 
staff and students in promoting 
the goals and missions of the 
institutions, which includes 
advancing excellence on our 
campuses and ensuring that 
our universities continue to be 
affordable and accessible to 
students of all backgrounds. The 
UT System makes lives better 
every day and gives sustainable 
hope to our future.” 
A Laredo native, Cigarroa has 
served as president of the UT 
Health Science Center at San 
Antonio since 2000.  He becomes 
the 10th chancellor since the 
board of regents created the 
position in 1950. 
More than 50 applicants and 
nominees were considered for the 
chancellor’s post. Dr. Kenneth I. 
Shine, the UT System’s executive 
vice chancellor for health affairs, 
has been serving as interim 
chancellor since Mark G. Yudof’s 
departure last June to serve in a 
similar role at the University of 
California system.
“This board also owes its 
deepest gratitude to Dr. Shine 
for his outstanding leadership 
during this time of transition in 
the System,” Caven said. “His 
stewardship as executive vice 
chancellor for health affairs and 
as interim chancellor has served 
our system well and has set a fine 
example for future leaders. We 
are grateful that he will continue 
to serve in his role as executive 
vice chancellor overseeing our 
outstanding health institutions.”  
A member of the prestigious 
Institute of Medicine, Cigarroa is 
a recognized pediatric transplant 
surgeon and researcher whose 
articles on the principles of 
surgery in infants and children 
have appeared in several 
scientific publications. During 
his tenure as president of the 
health science center, sponsored 
research expenditures increased 
from $86.1 million to $146.3 
million.
He joined the health science 
center faculty in 1995, where 
prior to his appointment as 
president he was director of 
pediatric surgery and director of 
abdominal transplant surgery. He 
serves on the medical staffs at 
Christus Santa Rosa Hospital, 
Christus Santa Rosa Children’s 
Hospital and University Hospital, 
among others.
An accomplished fundraiser, 
Cigarroa was the first Hispanic 
appointed to lead a major 
academic health center in the 
United States, and his appointment 
as chancellor makes him the first 
Hispanic to head a major public 
university system in the country. 
He announced last October that 
he would be stepping down as 
president of the health science 
center.
Cigarroa is a fellow of the 
American College of Surgeons 
and a diplomate of the American 
Board of Surgery. He serves on the 
boards of several organizations, 
including the Greater San Antonio 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
San Antonio Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce.
Cigarroa received a bachelor’s 
degree from Yale University 
and his medical degree from UT 
Southwestern Medical Center at 
Dallas. He was the chief resident 
at Harvard University’s teaching 
hospital, Massachusetts General 
Hospital, and he completed a 
fellowship at Johns Hopkins 
Hospital.  
He and his wife, Graciela, an 
attorney, have two daughters.
On Jan. 12, William L. Henrich, 
M.D., vice president for medical 
affairs and dean of the School 
of Medicine at the University 
of Texas Health Science Center 
at San Antonio, was named as 
interim president of the health 
science center. 
Henrich will serve as interim 
president while a search is under 
way for a permanent successor 
to Cigarroa. A presidential 
search advisory committee was 
established last month to begin 
searching for Cigarroa’s successor 
at the UT Health Science Center 
at San Antonio.
The chancellor of the UT 
System serves as the chief 
administrative officer of one of 
the largest public systems of 
higher education in the nation, 
overseeing nine universities and 
six health institutions.  The UT 
System has an annual operating 
budget of $11.5 billion (FY 
2009), including $2.5 billion in 
sponsored programs funded by 
federal, state, local and private 
sources. Student enrollment 
exceeded 194,000 in the 2007 
academic year. The UT System 
confers more than one-third of 
the state’s undergraduate degrees 
and educates nearly three-
fourths of the state’s healthcare 
professionals annually. With 
more than 81,000 employees, the 
UT System is one of the largest 
employers in the state.
Bill
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high school students taking college-level 
courses at their respective high schools.
Overall, the total number of students 
registered this term is 11,967; last spring, 
there were 13,046.
“This is very close to what we 
anticipated for the spring,” said Linda 
Fossen, associate vice president for 
Enrollment Management.
Registrar Albert Barreda said students 
are planning ahead and registering 
early.
“Most students have done things and 
registered class for the spring semester 
ahead of time,” Barreda said Wednesday. 
“That’s always a good thing. That’s why 
there wasn’t as much activity this week 
as we’ve experienced in the past.” 
He said there have not been any 
complaints about the registration system 
working improperly.
“The complaints that we’ve had … 
weren’t related to the software system,” 
Barreda said. “They were related to 
something else … either it’s academic 
history, related to an outstanding balance, 
it was related to something legitimate 
that prevented them from accessing 
registration, but the system itself, not 
that I’m aware of.” 
He urged students to make sure the 
classes they are attending appear in the 
class schedule on Scorpion Online.
“Just because [the classes appear] on 
BlackBoard doesn’t mean that they are 
officially registered,” Barreda said. “The 
best thing to look out for, this time of 
the year, is to make sure [to] view [your] 
schedule on Scorpion Online.”
The official record date for enrollment 
and the deadline to withdraw without a 
recorded grade is Jan. 28.
Textbook return request 
The office of Enrollment Management 
is asking students who borrowed 
textbooks during Fall 2007, Spring 2008 
and Fall 2008 to return them.
The textbooks come from a grant 
awarded in the summers of 2007 and 
2008 for the Dual Summer Bridge 
Program. 
The books used during this program 
were borrowed by students during long 
semesters at no cost, and 118 students 
have not returned them. While some of 
these students borrowed only one book, 
others borrowed as many as five.
“We see it as a way of helping them 
in a small way, … especially right now, 
we’re in a recession,” said Dalyn Ruiz, 
administrative assistant for Enrollment 
Management. “Books are expensive, so 
if we can lend them a book that is going 
to cost them $180, of course, we want to 
try to help.”
Books should be returned as soon 
as possible to the office of Enrollment 
Management, located in Tandy Hall 201. 
Students who have not returned them 
have a registration block on Scorpion 
Online. The block will be removed within 
10 minutes after the book is returned.
For more information, call Enrollment 
Management at 882-8829.
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Freshman nursing major Paul Rios on Thursday places stickers on new cardboard bins being set up throughout 
campus as part of Phase II of the “Think Before You Throw” Recycling Initiative. The campus community is 
asked to place plastic bottles in the bins.
Recycling program expands
REBEKAH S. GOMEZ/COLLEGIAN
PROUD SPONSORS Of the Play  at
Camille PlayhOUSe
Ph. 504-3278 fax 504-3287
213 heart Drive Brownsville
Ray Stewart was born in San Benito. A graduate of Texas 
Southmost College in Brownsville and the University of Texas in 
Austin, he served two years in the Army before moving to New 
York City. There he studied at the famed Neighborhood Playhouse 
School of the Theatre.
He is best remembered by TV audiences for the character of 
Daryl Driscoll on BARNEY MILLER, and was a regular on the 
BARBARA MANDRELL and SUSAN ANTON series as well. He 
has guest-starred on such major shows as DALLAS, FALCON 
CREST, HILL ST. BLUES, HART TO HART, FANTASY ISLAND, 
BOB NEWHART and BENSON. He spent two years as a member 
of the Lincoln Center Repertory Company. He made his Broadway 
debut in POSTCARDS a roll which he re-created here at the 
Camille last year. Other Broadway credits are A CRY OF PLAYERS with Anne Bancroft and 
Frank Langella, THE LINCOLN MASK with Eva Marie Saint and KING LEAR with Lee J. Cobb. 
His favorite off-broadway credits include Samuel Beckett’s PLAY and THE FANTASTICKS with 
which he toured Japan three times performing in over 30 cities. While living in Los Angeles he 
was very active in musical theatre playing opposite such stars as Helen Reddy, JoAnne Worley 






RobeRt b. Robles, M.D., FACC, FsCAI
Kalim J. Habet, M.D., FACC, FCCP, FsCAI
marK b. Cua, M.D., FACC
Jaime S. Gomez, M.D., FACC, FsCAI
tickets available at Camille Playhouse Box Office Phone: 542-8900
Performances: January 30, 31 & february 1, 6, 7, 8
Daniel Cranick is a resident of Brownsville.  He recently attended the University of Houston 
(majoring in Theatre), and is currently attending the University 
of Texas - Brownsville.  He began his participation in the Camille 
Playhouse Summer Workshop for Kids six years ago, becoming 
the program’s Head Director in 2007.  His Camille Playhouse 
credits include Charlie in NEVER TO LATE, Mortimer Brewster 
in ARSENIC AND OLD LACE, Friar Lawrence in ROMEO AND 
JULIET, Pirate King in THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE, Fagin 
in OLIVER, Albert Peterson in BYE BYE BIRDIE, and was most 
recently seen as Daddy Warbucks in our holiday production of 
ANNIE.  He was awarded as the “Best Supporting Actor in a 
Musical” for his role as Gus: the Theatre Cat in CATS at the 2008 
Camille Playhouse Lillie Awards ceremony.
Based on a true story
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Did you know that 10,000 steps 
a day equals fi ve miles? 
If you walk fi ve miles a day, 
you can burn between 2,000 and 
3,500 extra calories per week.
UTB/TSC’s Student Health 
Services informed students about 
staying healthy and protected 
during its open house Tuesday in 
Cortez Hall. The event was one of 
the activities of Welcome Week, 
the theme of which is “Scorpion 
Nation: Embracing-Enlightening-
Evolving.”
The Campus Recreation 
Department, the Texas 
Department of Health and Human 
Services and the Valley AIDS 
Council each had information 
tables. Student Health Services 
provided information on weight 
management and its counseling 
services.
Some students checked their 
glucose level and blood pressure, 
some took HIV tests, and others 
checked their stress levels or had 
their weight analyzed.
“We want students to come 
and see the different services that 
we offer and we’re doing a mini 
health fair,” said Charla Layne, 
a staff psychologist at Student 
Health Services. 
Campus Recreation 
representatives informed students 
about its group fi tness schedule. 
Students can attend such classes 
as Ab Blast, Boot Camp, Fitness 
Fever, Kickboxing, Work the 
Circuit and Gentle and Power 
Yoga to stay fi t throughout the 
semester.  
The glucose test is for early 
detection and prevention of 
diabetes. The test was done by 
pricking the student’s fi nger, with 
results from the blood test given 
immediately.
Leslie Jaramillo, a freshman 
education major, took the test.
“My parents have diabetes and 
I want to prevent from having it, 
too,” Jaramillo said. “[The test] 
doesn’t hurt.” 
Student Health Services also 
promoted its Weight Management 
Program, directed by Cynthia 
Wittenburg, the department’s 
health education coordinator.
“What we do is we take a 
full body assessment, we look 
at a person’s cholesterol levels, 
glucose levels, anthropometrical 
measurements, which is your 
body fat composition and your 
lean mass,” Wittenburg said.  
Students are then given a 
specifi c meal plan and exercise 
routine.
She said some people might 
have an inaccurate perception of 
a weight management program.
“Immediately they think, ‘I 
can’t eat this, I can’t eat that,” 
she said. “But, no, it’s all about 
portion control.” 
Wittenburg gave some 
examples of the correct portions 
of foods.
A portion of pasta is the size 
of a computer mouse. For fi sh 
and chicken, it’s the size of a 
checkbook; for pancakes, the size 
of a CD (compact disk); for meat, 
the size of a deck of cards.
Student Health Services began 
the weight management program 
about a year ago. The fee to 
participate is $35 per semester.
“We have seen a large success 
ratio,” Wittenburg said. “Most 
of the students, depending 
on their level of interest and 
determination, have lost anywhere 
from 10 pounds to 35 pounds in 
one semester.” 
About 50 to 60 students enroll 
in the program per semester, she 
said.
“A great quality of the program 
is that it’s not just a meal plan and 
it’s not just exercise,” Wittenburg 
said. “I’ll show them exactly, 
according to their body system, 
where they need to be, along with 
education.” 
The open house not only 
informed about physical wellness 
but also mental wellness.
Student Health Services offers 
individual and couples counseling, 
crisis intervention, psychiatric 
services and integrated health.
“It’s all private and confi dential 
and free for students,” 
psychologist Layne said. 
In addition to taking part in 
the open house, the Valley AIDS 
Council visits the university 
twice a month to inform students 
about the risks of the human 
immunodefi ciency virus, or HIV, 
which causes AIDS. 
For more information on its 
services, call Student Health at 
882-3896.
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$375 per month





•$525 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month agreement
•All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance 





Time: 7:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
EC-4 Generalist
EC-4 Bilingual Generalist
Pedagogy & Professional Responsibilities
The deadline to register is Wednesday, February 4th. You will need 
to come by the School of Education to register and pick up your ticket 
prior to the Benchmark Test date. If you need further information, 
please contact our Field Experiences Offi ce at 882-5720.
In addition, you are required to bring your UTB ID or Texas Driver’s License, 
scantron sheet and a #2 pencil on the day of the Benchmark Test.
Staying healthy, Scorpion style
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
Physician Assistant Karina Abrego (left) tests sophomore international business major 
Leonel Sosa’s glucose level Tuesday during the Student Health Services open house 
in Cortez Hall.       
DIEGO LERMA/COLLEGIAN
Russell Adams and Clara Downey are 
not only married to each other and teach 
in UTB/TSC’s School of Business, but 
both also received their doctorates in 
international business from the University 
of Texas-Pan American on Dec. 13, 2008.
The couple was married in 1999, and 
within three years, both were teaching at 
UTB/TSC.
Adams, the son of History Department 
Chair William Adams, first started as a 
lecturer with the School of Business in 
Fall 2001. His wife joined the school as 
an adjunct professor in Fall 2002, when 
Adams became the MBA program director 
and started work toward his Ph.D. 
“I decided that I wanted to go back to 
teaching,” Adams said. “I felt I really 
enjoyed the teaching and to really have a 
career at teaching I had to have my Ph.D. 
… My wife started teaching there and she 
really enjoyed teaching as well, and she 
started the Ph.D. program as well.”
Downey left UTB/TSC to start the same 
program full time in the summer of 2003.
“I went to the Ph.D. full time,” she said. 
“When I was a Ph.D. student, I taught 
graduate-level MBA classes, master’s 
of business administration classes, and I 
was also a research assistant [at UT-Pan 
American].”
Through careful planning, the couple 
graduated at the same time, Downey said. 
Both said the knowledge and opportunity 
that the program gave them will be a great 
benefit to their students.
“Definitely, I have become a better 
teacher because of it,” said Adams, now 
an assistant professor in the School of 
Business. “It has expanded my knowledge 
within international knowledge and 
international business … and I can bring 
that to the students; also, [it] helps me 
understand better how to convey the 
information to the students, so they can 
understand these kinds of things better so 
they have a bigger and brighter view of the 
world.”
Downey said, “I provide students with 
a greater knowledge of research because 
of the Ph.D. … Also, I’m left with a 
personal responsibility to present global 
and theoretical concepts in a manner that is 
easily understood and applied in daily life 
for our students.”
After completing the majority of her 
Ph.D., Downey rejoined the School of 
Business last fall as an instructor. 
“It is wonderful for me to return to 
UTB,” she said.
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Assistant Professor Russell Adams and his wife, 
Clara Downey, an instructor, are shown just after 
receiving their doctorates in international business 
from the University of Texas-Pan American on Dec. 
13, 2008. Both now teach in the UTB/TSC School 
of Business.
Courtesy Photo
District 4 Brownsville City Commissioner Edward C. Camarillo announces his re-election bid Jan. 6 outside 
City Hall. About 70 supporters attended the event. Camarillo, who is coordinator of UTB/TSC’s Dual Enrollment 
Program, was first elected to the post in 2005. In a news release, his campaign manager stated that Camarillo 
“has led the revitalization of Brownsville’s historic downtown area, ensuring streets are being fixed and adding 
improved drainage.” His goals, if re-elected, include better-paying jobs for graduates, improved public safety 
support, enhanced street and drainage budgets, and social, youth, wellness and education programs. Municipal 
elections are scheduled in May.
Camarillo seeks second term
Diego Lerma/CoLLegian
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REK Center to open by Spring Break’s end
Opening Day practice
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian 
Members of UTB/TSC’s baseball team warm up during Wednesday afternoon’s practice at Scorpion field. The Scorpions will face the Wayland Baptist University 
Pioneers in a four-game series beginning at 4 p.m. Friday during Opening Day. In last season’s opening series, the Pioneers swept the Scorpions 3-0, 3-2, 5-2 
and 14-6.
Students normally have no reason to be 
glad about the end of Spring Break and the 
recommencement of classes.
 But that won’t be the case this year, as 
university officials anticipate the opening of 
the Recreation, Education and Kinesiology 
Center by the time students return from 
Spring Break.
“We’re getting close,” said David Pearson, 
UTB/TSC’s vice president for Partnership 
Affairs. “We’re confident that we’re going 
to have the move-in taking place over Spring 
Break, and that we’ll be able to open the 
facility by the end of Spring Break.” 
Laurie Braden, director of Campus 
Recreation, shares in the anticipation. She 
said the student employees hired for the 
center will begin preliminary training next 
month. 
Pearson explained the origins of the 
project.
 “The REK Center was originally conceived 
as two buildings,” he said. “There was going 
to be a REC building, funded by student 
fees, and there was going to be a kinesiology 
building, which was funded by bond dollars 
… but as we began to look at what the users 
in each of those wanted, they overlapped, 
not completely, but to a considerable degree. 
… So, what we decided to do was take 
those two projects and combine them. So 
instead of having two overlapping little 
projects, one coherent big project. … It has 
the [recreational] wing and the kinesiology 
wing.”
The $26 million project is financed partly 
by a $68 million bond issue approved by 
Texas Southmost College District voters in 
November 2004 and a fee students approved 




scheduled to open 
in September 
2008.
“Some of the 
recent delays were 
because of rain,” 
Pearson said. “It 
rained and rained 
and rained, and 
as the rain came 
down, you can’t 
do anything when 
you have a mud 
pit.”
Other delays 
were due to the 
merging of the 
two projects.
“We essentially 
went back to the 
drawing board 
and began to re-
conceptualize how 
the building could 
go together, how it 
could fit, and, ultimately, that protracted the 
programming portion of the design,” Pearson 
said.
Some students are not that concerned about 
the delay in the REK Center’s opening.
“It wasn’t that big of a deal ... with the 
setbacks, we’re always going to have that,” 
said Rodney McClanahan, a senior exercise 
science major. “It’s exciting just knowing that 
we’re getting the new … campus recreation 
center.”





would have been 
nice if we could 
have done it, but 
I think the real 
issue here is to 
make sure we do 
it right,” he said.
Asked if the 
REK Center 




“As to the best of 
my knowledge, 
the answer is yes. 





have an indoor 
jogging/walking 




“Our board of trustees last evening 
approved the sound system, the audiovisual 
stuff. … There are all sorts of big screens for 
entertainment as you’re working out. … To 
the best of my knowledge, everything is there 
that we had promised.”
Braden is in high spirits over the space 
that will be available when the REK Center 
opens.
“We will go from really being, in terms of 
intramural sports, being the third priority for 
time and space, to being the first priority, for 
being able to offer intramural sports at times 
that aren’t on Monday night, Friday afternoon 
and on the weekends, to having a traditional 
intramural schedule that goes from Monday 
through Thursday in the evenings,” Braden 
said. “So, that is very exciting as it affects 
intramurals, and that’s going to impact our 
program. We expect it to explode and have 
more and more teams because we have more 
and more space.”
She said the increased space will provide 
for the growth of sport clubs.
“Right now, fitness is the No. 1 priority for 
our multipurpose room, and the sport clubs 
that use that room, [such as] mixed martial 
arts and taekwondo, have to work around the 
department programs,” Braden said. “When 
we move to the new REK, it will give us more 
space to give clubs a chance to have more 
time. So, one of the things that we anticipate 
is our club program, not just growing in terms 
of their time, but in the number of clubs that 
we have, because we’ll have more space.”
She sees the REK Center as contributing to 
the community in the long run.
“If we can get students in college to set a 
healthy foundation and pattern and habit of 
exercise, they continue that throughout their 
lifetime,” Braden said. “So, when I think 
about the long-term benefits of what this 
REK is going to do for our community, it is 
to establish good health patterns, good life-
choice patterns for our community, so we 
have a healthier Rio Grande Valley.”
McClanahan already sees the impact of 
campus recreation.
“I know it’s impacted me greatly, just with 
me being more involved in school,” he said, 
adding that he hopes the students “are as 
excited as I am for the building, it’s going to 
offer a lot of great opportunities, it’s going to 
be a lot of fun.”
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
The Recreation, Education and Kinesiology Center is expected 
to be completed by March.
MiChaEl PEñaCollEgian 
Offseason recreation
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian 
Freshman kinesiology major Evans Frimpong, a member 
of UTB/TSC’s men’s soccer team, enjoys an evening of 
recreational soccer on Wednesday.
The Student Government 
Association met Thursday night, but 
The Collegian was turned away.
The meeting was “unofficial,” 
said SGA President Jorge Alanis, 
who apologized to The Collegian.
“One of the stipulations in the 
constitution is that we cannot have 
an official meeting where we vote 
on resolutions and new business 
without an agenda being prepared 
by the executive board,” said Vice 
President of Public Relations Erasmo 
Castro.
Castro visited The Collegian office 
on Jan. 12 and said SGA meetings 
would be held on Thursdays.
“This one was more of information, 
[a] welcome back to [SGA’s] type 
of meeting, nothing that we could 
vote on until next week,” he said on 
Thursday.
Castro said the SGA’s executive 
board was scheduled to meet on 
Friday to prepare and agenda. 
The Student Government 
Association will meet at 5 p.m. 
Thursday in the Student Union’s 
Salon Gardenia.
“She protected herself and 
in the process cut her hand, but 
nothing major,” Treviño said. 
The suspect then fled the 
scene and was last seen running 
down Jackson Street. 
Campus Police alerted the 
campus to the incident about 3 
p.m. via the telephone system. 
The community was asked to 
call if they saw the suspect.
 “We have more people here 
on campus checking all the 
parking lots, the area and the 
alleys,” Treviño said. “We’re 
out there looking for him.”
The cut was described as a 
minor injury and the student 
was being treated by Student 
Health Services, he said.
 “It was more like a flesh 
wound, between 3 and 4 inches 
[long],” Treviño said.
The suspect was described as 
a Hispanic of medium build, in 
his mid-20s, wearing a white 
T-shirt, jeans and white tennis 
shoes. He had long, straight 
hair, a strong body odor and 
spoke only in Spanish.
“We  advised [the] Brownsville 
[Police Department], and we 
also advised Border Patrol, so 
everyone in the area knows 
what we’re looking for,” 
Treviño said.
Campus Police officials 
said they received several 
calls throughout the day from 
students who thought they 
spotted the man either on 
campus or near the convenience 
store, but none matched the 
description of the suspect. As 
of press time Thursday, no 
arrests had been made.
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I   Love 
The Collegian’s 
Love Lines
• Medical services redeemable with this coupon are:
  • Pap Smears
  • STD Screenings
  • Clinical Breast Exam
• We accept Medicaid, Medicare, Texas Women’s Health    
   Program, and Private Insurance.
Call to schedule an appointment!
Expiration Date: 3/30/09
COL-1
Present this coupon at any of our 4 health centers 
and receive $15 off medical services received.
GARDASIL NOW AVAILABLE!
ACCEPTED ONLY AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS
Brownsville | 370 Old Port Isabel Rd.
956-546-4571
Harlingen | El Mercado Mall
423-8584
Brownsville Southmost | 5636 Southmost Rd.
Ste. A | 956-544-2723





SGA holds ‘unofficial’ meeting
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
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de hoy
E s t u d i a n t e
Nombre: Fernando Mendoza
Edad: 23




Clasificación: Estudiante de último año
Reconocimientos: Jugador 
Ofensivo del Año 2008 de la 
conferencia atlética Red River.
Pasatiempos: “Música, leer, [ver] 
televisión, y salir con amigos”.
Actividades extracurriculares: 
“Jugar fútbol”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? 
“Graduarme en mayo, y encontrar 
buen trabajo aquí en Estados 
Unidos en una empresa grande”.
La puesta en escena “Por qué los hombres 
aman a las cabronas” nos revelará las razones 
por las que los hombres prefieren a una mujer 
buena pero fuerte que una tímida y miedosa.
La obra de teatro se presentará por primera 
vez en Matamoros el miércoles con dos 
funciones, a las 7 p.m. y 9:30 p.m. en el Teatro 
de la Reforma.
La comedia es protagonizada por Consuelo 
Duval, Mercedes Molto y Janlú.
La obra está basada en el famoso libro de 
la escritora norteamericana Sherry Argov. El 
libro ha sido traducido a más de 25 idiomas.
“Por qué los hombres aman a las cabronas” 
es una guía sobre relaciones para las mujeres 
que son demasiado buenas.
La mujer que Argov describe en su libro es 
buena pero fuerte, no deja a un lado su propia 
vida y jamás persigue a un hombre. Esta mujer 
se da su lugar, utiliza su feminidad para su 
propio provecho y no dice sí a todo.
La empresaria Sandra Gómez Romo, es 
quien hace posible que la obra se presente en 
la ciudad vecina.
“Me encantó [la obra] y la volvería a ver 
20 veces… está garantizado que te ríes desde 
que salen en escena los actores hasta que 
terminan”, dijo Gómez Romo.
La obra de teatro se ha presentado con gran 
éxito en toda la República Mexicana.
“Se podría decir que es familiar, obviamente 
la risa es buena para cualquier tipo de personas, 
desde adolecentes a mayores”, dijo.
Gómez Romo invita a la gente de Brownsville 
a ver la puesta en escena.
“Precisamente por la forma en que vivimos, 
la rutina que llevamos de diario, se vuelve 
monótono y a veces nos hace falta reír”, 
platicó. “Creo que la risa es un alimento 
espiritual para el alma y el corazón, y en esta 
obra está garantizada la risa”.
Los boletos tienen un costo de $36, ó $400 
pesos mexicanos, y están a la venta en Grease 
Monkey, ubicado en el 2114 de la Ave. Boca 
Chica; y en la taquilla del Teatro de la Reforma 
de Matamoros, ubicado entre las calles Sexta 
y Abasolo.
Para mayores informes, llame al 548-1015 o 
al (868) 797-0238 en Matamoros.
Divertida obra se presenta en Matamoros
Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español
Los actores Consuelo Duval y Janlú en escena durante la obra “Por qué los hombres aman a las cabronas’. La obra 
está basada en el famoso libro de la escritora norteamericana Sherry Argov.
Foto de Cortesía
‘Por qué los hombres aman a las cabronas’
Daniel Leal, estudiante de música de segundo año, practica el miércoles en 
el edificio Eidman.
Notas musicales
rebekah s. Gomez/ ColleGian
elizabeth a. Perez/ColleGian 
Entrenando fuera de temporada
Theresa Berman, estudiante de educación física de primer año y miembro del equipo de fútbol 
femenil de UTB/TSC, disfruta de una tarde recreacional el martes en el patio del edificio Mary 
Rose Cárdenas Sur.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más grande? 
“Cuando me vine a Estados Unidos 
hace cuatro años no conocía a nadie 
[y] sin saber mucho inglés, era algo 
nuevo que no esperaba”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de la 
universidad, qué harías? “La 
asistencia como cuando hacen 
pagos, cuando tienes que pagar las 
clases y te dan uno o dos días”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? 
“Me gusta mucho el clima, el 
campus es muy bonito y la gente”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los 
estudiantes para estudiar en un 
examen? “Ir a clases, hablar con 
el profesor si tienes dudas y usar 
notas, PowerPoint y libro [para 
estudiar]”.
Anécdota: “Tuve que salir en la 
pastorela [en diciembre] como José 
porque me obligó Aragelia [Salazar 
Figueroa] y tuve que andar por 
toda la escuela disfrazado de José. 
A mí no me gusta salir en público y 
como Aragelia no tenía a nadie, me 
puso a mi”.
--Recopilado por Paola Ibarra 
miChael Peña/ColleGian
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